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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


This issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN has been the project of 
the Ada County Scnool Librarians with Mrs. amy C. Ambrose 
of Meridian High School and Mrs, Vernette Thompson of Kuna, 
High School as co~editors,. We extend our gratitute to 
these guest editors and to this group for assuming this 
responsibility at a busy time in their school year, With 
the April issue we will welcome our nes editor, 


A salute gone now to our retiring editor, Eli Oboler, for 
his four full years of service in producing our publica- 
tion. The IDAHO LIBRARIAN is one of the strongest bonds 
that hold together the members of the Idaho State Library 
Association and Mr. Oboler has done a fine piece of work 

in pees it of real benefit to our members, both as a: 
source of information and as an organ of communication, 
since he began as editor of February 1951, We wish him all 
success as he undertakes the presidency of the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association next October, 


The covers of this and succeeding issues of the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN are printed and furnished free of charge by two 
of our advertisers whose advertisements appear thereon. 
We are indeed grateful for this substantial cooperation. 


For several years now the Idaho State Library Association 
has been a chapter in the American Library Association, 
Because of a change in the By-Laws of the ALA redefining 
local chapters it is necessary that all chapters be form- 
ally redesignated as such. Before this can be done it is 
required that a vote on chaptership be taken again from 
the ISLA members. Ballots for the election of new officers 
will be mailed to you all sometime in February. On these 
ballots there will be a place to record your vote on the 
redesignation of the Idaho State Library Association as a 
chapter in the American Library Association, The report 

of this vote must be sent to ALA headwuarters. Please do 
not overlook checking and returning your ballots. Chapter- 
ship in the ALA is important for it gives a local organiza- 
tion representation on the ALA Council and a voice in the 
establishment of the policies of our national professional 
organization, 


In the near future copies of a vocational leaflet about 
librarianship entitled "Paging your Future" will be dis- 
tributed to all libraries in the state, These are being 
furnished by your ISLA. Distribution to public schools 
will be handled by the Vocational Director in the State 
Department of Education and we sincerely appreciate this 
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cooperation, We expect that you will display these leaf- 
lets and make them easily available for young people to 
see. On the leaflet is a list of pamphlets on iibrarian- 
ship that you can purchase for your library file, We hope 
that you will acyuire these too and use them, There con- 
tinues to be an acute shortage of librarians available to 
fill positions and it is the responsibility of each of us 
to encourage students who are fitted for the profession 

to consider it for their vocation, .The picture is made 
graphically clear in an article in the LIBRARY JOURNAL for 
June 1, 1954 "Librarians - Supply Short - Salaries Strong," 
by Donald E, Strout, in which is given statistics on 
placement of graduates from thirty-five accredited library 
schools, All the schools have many more positions open 
than there are graduates to fill them. Let us look to 

the future of our Idaho libraries by encouraging our own 
young people to prepare themselves for library careers. 


Announcement of plans for the district meetings of the 
ISLA are included in this issue, They are exciting plans 
and we know you will all begin now to make arrangements to 
be free to attend the meeting in your part of the state. 


Marion Bingham 


EDITORS PAGE 


aS a school librarians, and as the representatives of 
an association of schoo}. librarians, we are very happy to 
share in the work of the Idaho libraries in this issue of 
our magazine. 


We who practice our profession in the schools of the 
state are firmly convinced that school libraries are the most 
important libraries in Idaho, Not every community has a 
public library, »but each crossroads school has one, at least 
potentially. dniy a very small minority of our poi.ulation 
ever sets foot in a public library, but every cnild in our 
schools is urged to browse among the tcoks in his classroom 
collection or the larger central library of his school. For 
good or for ill, the school librarian influences @ iarge and 
ever growing segment of our population. 


In the not~so-distant past, few of the school libraries 
were under the supervision of those who had had even rudi- 
mentary library training. The adoption of state standards 
for high school libraries helped the secondary situation, 
Most high school librarians today have gone far beyond the 
minimum training standards set up. 


There are no state standards for elementary school 
libraries. Under reorganization, most of our school dis- 


tricts are improving the yuality of their service, at least 
to the extent that books are being purchased by persons who 
know something of juvenile literature, 


Improvement at this level is probably our next chal- 
lenge. It is at the elementary level that book tastes are 
formed. Even the first grade is almcst to late. One five- 
year-old was being urged to look at a picture book from our 
elementary library, but was completely uninterested. His 
aunt expluined his indifference: "He doesn't like anything 
but funny books." To wait until high schooi yeers to in- 
troduce our young people to good literature is to lose them 
entirely, 


We are proud of the better libraries our schools have 
today, as compared to those of past years, We are not con- 
tent to rest upon our oars, but are dreaming of. and work- 
ing toward, the day when every child in every school in the 
State will find the books he needs for maximum mental and 
social growth, 


Vernett Thompson 
Amy C. Ambrose 
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Gretchen Knief Schenk to Speak at District 
Meetings in May 


This is the year for district meetings of the Idaho State 
Library Association. The plans are trilling to contem- 
plate and we are looking forward to a record attendance, 


Our coustitution divided the state into districts for the 
purpose of these meetings as follows: Northern District 
from the Canadian border to the southern boundary of 
Idaho County; Southwestern District from the southern 
border of Idaho County east to and including Twin Falls; 
Southwestern District from Twin Falls to the eastern 
boundary of the state, It is not obligatory that you 
attend your own district meeting if for any reason it is 
more convenient to travel to the one in the district 
next to yours, Local meeting chairmen have been — 
and the dates and locations of meetings are as follows: 


Northern District Tuesday, May 10 Coeur d’Alene 
Mrs, Marie Elder Krider, Ch. © 

Southwestern District Thurdday, May 12 Caldwell 

Mrs, Dorothy Doane, Chairman. 

Southeastern District Saturday, May 14 Pocatello 


Eli M, Oboler, Chairman, 


You will ajl receive notices of the schedule and exact 
pees of meeting for your district with a reservation 

lank closer to meeting time, There will be a small re- 
gistration fee of fifty cents this year to help defray 
the expenses entailed with the very special program that 
we have planned, 


Mrs, Gretchen Knief Schenk, an authority in the field of 
library extension and author of the book COUNTY aND REGION- 
AL LIBRARY DEVELIPMENT, will be speaker and consultant 

at our three district meetings, We are unusually fortu- 
nate that it is possible for us to have Mrs. Schenk at 

this stage in our progress. She has worked with the de- 
velopment of public library service in many other states 
and will have a great deal to bring to us nere in Idaho, 
The theme of her talk will be "The Library Serving the 
Whole Community." 


Miss Gertrude Eastman, State Supervisor of Klementary 
Schools, will bring a program for both elementary and 
secondary school librarians, Her topic will de "Butter 
for Their Bread" and will be devoted to the enrichment 
of educational experiences through the school library, 


she 


Miss Eastman will also bring to you the final report of 
our Special Committee on School Library Standards to that 
you may have an opportunity to discuss the report with 
her, We are planning to publish this report in the april 
issue of the Idaho Librarian so that you may all read it 
in advance of the meeting, 


These meetings will be for the day in each place and plans 
will include luncheon. They are to be in the nature of a 
workshop with all present taking part. Both the morning 

and afternoon sessions will allow ample time for discussion. 
Bring your own problems so that we may work them out togethe. 


The meetings are open to anyone who is interested in the 
extension of library service to all of the people of the 
state. Tell your friends and community leaders about them, 
If you will send me their names we will se that an in- 
vitation is mailed to them, Plan now to save the date for 
your district meeting in May? 


Marion Bingham 
President, ISLA 
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" EVERY SCHOOL HAS A LIBRARY 


Realists and perfectionists will disagree, but I main-- 
tain that every school in Idaho has a library ~- potentially, 
if not in fact. For seversi years I have been trying to 
teach the six hours of library science required of school 
librarians in Idaho. My observation is that library-minded- 
ness is growing among teachers and school administrators 
over the state, but my most interesting impression is that 
where there are teachers with vision and iniative and some 
knowledge of books, there are libraries, I remember one 
alert little woman with warm appreciation of children's 
booGs, nourished perhaps through the years of rearing her 
own children, and other teacher-students, who, inspired by 
their beginnings in setting up ciassroom libraries, were 
taking the courses needed by teacher-librarians, first, 
that they might improve what they were already doing, and, 
next, on the off-chance that they might be allowed to ex- 
pand their library services, Of course, the administrators 
and the school boards manage the purse strings, and the 
—— to which library service in their schools is de- 
veloped must depend upon the degree of their realization 
of the value to children of training in the use of the kinds 
of printed and audio-visual materials which can hold their 
interest through all the years of living. (Do any of us 
continue to read textbooks after school years?) The real- 
ists and perfectionists of the schools which lack libraries, 
or adeyuate libraries, will say they cannot do more because 
they lack the necessary money, but I repeat that every 
school has a library - potentiaily - if it has a teacher 
with vision and initiative and some knowledge of books, 


To get down to brass tacks, such a person plus the 
suitable standard book selection aids, plus the help of a 
public-spirited person or persons with carpentering talent, 
plus Mary Peacock Douglas! Teacher-librarian's handbook, 
plus the cooperation of administrators and fellow-teachers 
can get things ae acceptably. "Such a person" may not 


give herself credit r being "such." Recognition may be 
the duty of the administrator even before he finds the 
physical means. What do I mean by "standard book selection 
aids"? Indispensable for every school is the H. W. Wilson 
Company's Children's catalog or Standard catalog for high- 
school libraries; both, for junior high schools, Ina 

on to providing basic lists, these catalogues are kept 
relatively up to date. Look, librarian and a Guide to good 
reading, the Idaho state lists, should, naturaliy, be con- 
Bulctéed, but they lack any regular supplemental service and 
are both rather out-of-date. For reference work in primary 
and intermediate grades the Rue indexes are important. The 


Booklist, a very reliable periodical guide in selection 
published by the american Library association, ought to 
be in every school and, for reference book selection, also 
the Subscription books bulletin. Without these standard 
aids, book selection is apt to be done more or less hap- 
hazardly,. With them, the library which has got started 
will be able to round out its collection with books of 
known merit. 


Just how is the teacher-librarian in a school entirely 
without a central library to proceed? It is probable that 
some books, owned by the school, will be found scattered 
through the rooms, She and the other teachers can bring 
these books together, and list them on 3* x 5" slips, one 
title to a slip headed by the author's name inverted. The 
librarian can then alphabetize the slips and check them 
with the standard lists. Those which she finds to be re- 
commended will form the nucleus of the library and should 
be rubber-stamped with the school's name. The others can 
be returned to their former abodes or put aside for later 
disposal. Information for cataloguing given in the lists 
can be noted on the slips for future use. Next each book 
can be written into a note-book whose lines are numbered 
and the book's number written in it - inside the front 
cover, on the right-hand page following the title-page, 

and on a certain other number to be determined arbitratily 
as a code identification page, and in the upper left corner 
of its slip. This listing process is known as accessioning, 
and the books can be charged back to teachers or out to 
other borrowers on their accession numbers till the organi- 
zation of the library is further along. Regulation acces- 
Sion books can be bought from library supply houses. The 
alphabetized slips will serve as an author catalogue of 

the collection, 


Meanwhile, the carpenter friend can have prepared 
shelves, so that the books can be shelved in some kind of 
temporary order - by accession numbers, alphabetically, or 
roughly under the main Decimal Classification classes, 

From there library service can begin, 


The next question in the new library is how to expand. 
The alert librarian will already have started a file of 
clippings, pictures, and pamphlets which she can collect 
for little or no cost. For long-term planning, whether or 
not there is money, the faculty should be consulted. They 
should prepare lists of desiderata in their subjects - with 
the aid of the above-mentioned standard lists and their 
‘current periodicals. If there is no money, running the 
teachers! lists of absolutely necessary books in the local 


papers and distributing them to local organizations may 
bring some titles in as gifts from provate collections, 
Lists of other books desired may profitably be publicized 
later. To buy books, money in addition to tax money may 

be found in various ways. Some libraries have the support 
of “Friends of the library" organizations, Service organi- 
zations in general know how to raise money for projects in 
which they are interested. In Pocatello summer kindergarters 
are subsidized from the proceeds of educational dramatic 
productions sponsored by the schools with the aid of the 
kindergartens! sponsoring organizations, and this year it 
appears probable that there will be some money left for 
library books for the elementary schools, 


An interesting colored filmstrip of the American 
Library Association called School:library quarters shows 
what has been done in arrangement, equipment and decoration 
in various types of schools in Fulton County, Georgia. The 
one-room school is included, 


Those who have read these paragraphs presumably are the 
persons of "vision, initiative, and knowledge of books" who 
have already got library service under way in their schools. 
Perhaps they will help me spread the gospel of the school 
librarian's starting to expand from where she (or he) is 
without waiting to have all things provided with no effort 
on her (his) part, 


Martha M. Guenther, 
Assistant Librarian, 
Idaho State College, 


Publications mentioned 


Books 


Douglas, Mary Teresa (Peacock) The teacher-librarian's 
handbook, 2d ed. Chicago, American Library Association, 
1949. $2.75. 


Idaho zlementary School Library Committee. A guide to 
good reading. Boise, 1947. 


Idaho. State Department of Education. Look, librarian. 
Boise 1949. Also, one, supplement. 


Rue, Eloise. Subject index to books for intermediate 
grades. 2d ed. Chicago, American Library Associa- 
tion, 1950. $6.00. 


Rue, Eloise. Subject index to books for primary grades. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 1943. First 
supplement, 1946. $3.00. 


-8- 


Wilson, H. We, firm, publishers, Standard catalog. 68th 
ed. plus supplements. New York, 1951. Service basis. 


Wilson, H. W., firm, publishers. Standard catalog.for 
high school libraries, 6th ed. plus supplements. 
New York, 1952. Service basis. 


Periodicals 


The Booklist, Chicago, American Library Association, 
$6.00 per year, 


Subscription books bulletin. Chicago, American Library 
Association, $2.50 per year. 


Filmstrip 


School library yuarters. American Library Association, 
1952. $15.00. 
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..REPORT -OF PROGRESS OF PUBLIC RELATIONS COM”ITTEE 


As reported in the July issue of the Idaho Librarian, 
three members were appointed to the Public Relations Com- 
mittee in the spring following the Pocatello I.S.L.A. 
meetings. The October issue listed six regional sub- 
chairmen (including the original members). 


Purpose of the committee for the time being, accord- 
ing to Miss Bingham (I.S.L.A. President) is solely to 
publicize proposed library legislation, This is the rea- 
son for appointing a member from each of the six geograph- 
ical regions as outlined in Mr. Thorp's report on possible 
future regional service. Each of the regional sub--chairmen 
was in turn asked to appoint a librarian member from each 
county, and where possible a layman member to work with the 
librarian. These people were to contact their local legis- 
lators in person, giving them detailed information about 
the I.S.L.A.bill and the reasons for its need, Complete 
reports have not yet been received on the delivery of this 
information, 


In addition, a letter enclosing a digest of the bill 
(with explanation) was mailed from Boise to each legislator 
late in November. 


Committee members were urged to contact their local 
newspapers and radio stations, Items have appeared in the 
Idaho Statesman, the Farm Journal, and the Boise Journal. 


In September, a copy of a brief leaflet about Idaho's 
need for rural library service was distributed to each public 
library, with the explanation that copies were available 
for their constituents. The following public libraries 
have requested and received copies: 


Meridian Shelley Priest River Cascade 

Sweet Challis Twin Falls Coeur dtAlene 
Blackfoot Caldwell Gooding 

Grace Pierce Bonners Ferry 


This leaflet was also mailed from the state P.T.A. 
office to all its chapters, from the state headquarters of 
the Federated women's Clubs, to its affiliates, frcm the 
state presidents of the A.a.U.W. and League of Women Voters 
to their chapters, and distributed in quantity by Mrs. 
Robinson to her State Traveling Library patrons, 


— — 


Other organizations which have received our propaganda 
and agree with our aims include the Idaho Education Asso- 
ciation and the Idaho Association of County Commissioners, 


Lois Hansen 
Chairman 
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AT ALL TIMES 


THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY 
CONTRIBUTES TO PUPIL NEEDS 


Margaret Beste* 
Librarian, Mounds View High School 


The central library of the modern elementary school, 
equipped and staffed to pwovide good service, is meeting 
the needs of both teachers and pupils: for the teachers it 
serves as a ready source of instructional materials and 
professional literature; for the children it provides 
opportunities to develop desirable attitudes toward read- 
ing and studying, to satisfy interests and hobbies, and to 
aid them in becoming aware of all libraries as sources of 
information and as institutions of continuing educational 
and cultural life. 


The Reading Program 


Growth and enjoyment of reading are educational ob- 
jectives toward which every phase of library work is 
directed, Reading success is necessary for success in 
school, and practice in reading is as important in develop- 
ing reading ability as in building other skills. 


To grow in this cumulative, complex process of reading, 
the child needs a wide variety of reading experiences. It 
is not only slow readers who gain in speed and comprehen- 
sion as they add book after book to their achievements; 
average and above average youngsters who, for some reason, 
have become indifferent to books or show little desire for 
further acquaintance with them, can be stimulated by the 
library to measure up to their maximum capacity for reading. 
The librarian's most important task is to see that children 
get the right books at the right time, The "right book," 
in this connection, may mean any book with contents suited 
to the particular chilats interest and a vocabulary suited 
to his reading ability, but it may also mean a volume of 
poetry, a book on space travel, or a stimulating scienti- 
fic biography written primarily for high school readers. 


It is one of the elementary school librarian's jobs 
to see that each child's reading is progressive in quality 
and this should be done by using Methods that are persua- 
sive rather than imperative and indirect rather than direct. 
It mist be recognized that the school elementary library 
is able to euscce for indivicual differences only when 
the book collection includes a wide variety of titles on 
many subjects and books that vary greatly in reading diffi- 
culty and in appeal, 


¥haadvea trom a paper written by Miss Beste while she was 
doing graduate work at the Library School, University of 
Minnesota. R.E. | 
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Intelligent and imaginative book selection is at the 
heart of work with remedial readers, Because the interest 
levels of these children are apt to be far above their 
reading levels, it is a chalienge to librarians to find 
books that they will like, with vocabularies that they 

can master and comprehend, It is a matter of offering, 
Suggesting, recommending, persuading, and, ideally, of 
leading the child to feel that the selection is wholly 

his own. Whatever the approach with the child, none will 
work unless the librarian has an understanding of the 
child and a broad knowledge of books, 


The variety of interests that can be satisfied 
through books is legion. Some of these interests will 
grow directly from the subjects being studied, but 

others will have their roots in the children's experiences 
outside of school. Children delight in sharing their 
reading experiences with each other. Round table dis- 
cussions and quiz programs can help to spark interest in 
reading. Wherever the interests come from, reading about 
them can be a joy. 


"Children need an environment of attractive books 
from the beginning; and it is one of the first duties_of 
the school to see that this environment is provided."1 

It follows that the school must be in a position to fur- 
nish this environment if it is to serve adeyuately the 
needs of the children entrusted to its charge. "When the 
child enters the school (and indeed earlier) he needs a 
store of books on which he may at all times draw, books 
suitable to his age anddevelopment, in wnich he may follow 
up and enlarge his own interests, and enrich and illumine 
his growing consciousness of the world around him; and ag 
he grown so will the range on which he will draw widen." 
This demands the presence of a library in the school, 


Integration 


While the importance of the school library's contribut- 
ion to the reading program cannot be over-estimated, it is 
also true that there is great need for more emphasis on the 
integration of library and classroom work at ali levels, 
When the textbook ceased to hold first place in the type of 
learning provided by the elementary school, the modern ele- 
mentary school library idea came into being. 


IScneol Libraries Today, Second edition of School Libraries 
in Post-War Reconstruction, the Joint Report of a Panel of 
the School Library association and the School Libraries 

Section of the Library Asso. ~- 1945, Gordon Square, Gordon 

fe" School Library Association, 1950, p. 2. 
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Unquestionably, one of its major purposes is to provide 
teachers with books and other teaching materials at the 
time they are needed, The best library service is achieved 
only when classroom teachers and school librarians learn 
to share their knowledge and understanding of pupils, 
books, and objectives. 


Library service to pupils is provided through twomain 
procedures--books going to the classroom and pupils com- 
ing to the library, either in groups or as individuals. 
Such service necessitates a central library which is stock- 
ed with a well-selected collection of books and related 
materials suited to the curriculum of the school, and 
appropriately organized so that they may be located 
quickly when needed. It is only with the employment of a 
competent librarian, trained both as a teacher and a school 
librarian, that good school library service begins. 


Mobile classroom collections are needed by all 
teachers in the elementary grades, but to be educationally 
effective and economical the books need to be organized in 
the central library, selected for the classroom in terms 
of children's reading ability and of the unit being 
taught, and returned to the library when the need for 
them is over. Conversely, permanent classroom collec- 
tions (misnamed classroom libraries) are not capable of 
providing a wide choice of reading materials suitable 
to the needs of individual children. The duplication 
that is necessary, even for small classroom collections 
in small schools, is expensive, and the lack of central 
organization, which makes the books in one room lost to 
all the teachers and pupils in the rest of the school, 
is even more costly. 


Whether or not the elementary school library makes a 
major contribution to the educational objectives of the 
school depends in large measure on the librarian. Unfortu- 
nately some people (who ought to know better) are still 
thinking of libraries as collections of books, forgetting 
that the library without the librarian is just as unable 
to come to life as the classroom without the teacher, 


Although it has been said before, it should be remem- 
bered that the school librarian is primarily a teacher 
even though her methods are not identical with those of 
the classroom teacher, Providing library service means 
working with people through books and other resources. 

To render this service the school must have a well-pre- 
ee librarian who has a broad knowledge of books, 
library organization and administration, the total 
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elementary school program, and child growth and develop- 
ment. A warm personality (her personality is the thermo- 
stat that controls the library atmosphere), a genuine in- 
terest in children, and willingness to grow on the job are 
necessary personal reyuirements for effective librarianship, 


The librarian makes the resources of the library 
readily available to pupils and teachers, She promotes 
the effective use of the library through individual and 
group guidance and instruction. Her awareness of the 
activities of the pupils and teachers in relation to 
library resources makes it possible for the librarian to 
carry on a program that is an integral part of the school. 
She serves constantly as a materials consultant and as 
a resource person to groups undertaking new units or to 
groups studying the results of their work, Her work takes 
her into the classrooms, She is ever alert to the needs 
oi different types of learning materials and how to secure 
them, 


The idea that it is the birthright of all children to 
have access to books, books for fun and inspiration and 
books to grow on, has been accepted generally by adults who 
work with children, Is it not time that we also accept 
the childts right to have guidance in the selection and use 
of those books? 


From "Minnesota Libraries" 
Library Division, Department 
of Education, State of Minne- 
sota, St. Paul. 


— 


THE HISTORY OF IDAHO ON FIRM 


In the files of your local Newspaper ~ daily or 
weekly - is recorded the historical heritage of 
the state of Idaho, 


PRESERVE the record ON FILM 
Newsprint will not last-<=- 


Write us for complete information on low-cost 
filming and facsimile servico, 


UNIVERSAL MICROFILMING CORP. 
277 Sixth Aves, PeOs Box 147 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


THE PLACE OF THE LIBRARY IN THE 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 


The goal of Moscow High School library each year is 
to prove itself the center of the high school instructional 
program, to provide adeyuate library service to our high 
school staff and students, It is the workshop of scholas- 
tic activity and the center of recreational and leisure 
time reading. It is the service department through which 
the life and activities of the entire school are coordi- 
nated, 


We consider certain objectives of greatest importance 
to a successful high school library: 

1. Suitable library materials organized for the use 
of students and teachers. 

2. The library a service agency with a program plan- 
ned adeyuately to provide every student with reading and 
study materials. 

3. The library to serve teachers in their work by 
providing materials supplementary to class instruction, 

4. The library is a vital factor in the guidance pro- 
gram when the librarian recognizes the needs of the indivi- 
dual student in the acyuisition of helpful interests, 
stimulates recreational reading and gives reading guidance 
providing opportunities for individual student adjustments. 

5. The library provides definite, systematic instruc- 
tion in the use of the library and this lays the founda- 
tion for lifelong education. 


To serve students and teachers of Moscow High School 
best, the library opens at 8:00 o'clock and is open after 
school until at least 4:30 otclock - longer if there are 
those who wish to work longer. There is a minimum of talk- 
ing for the benefit of all concerned. 


Our books are carefully selected by the librarian with 
the assistance of each member of the staff and are almost 
all from lists in the STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES. The number of books per pupil - more than 16 - 
exceeds the reyuired number and makes it possible to have 
adeyuate reference materials for student and teaching needs, 


All books are catalogued with a subject index as well 
as author, title and shelflist cards. 


The ABRIDGED READER'S GUIDE assists in finding per- 
iodical references quickly. Files of periodicals are 
stored for at least five years-some few for a longer per- 
iod and several are bound. The library subscribes to 41 
periodicals and two daily newspapers plus New York Times, 
Sunday edition. Such current material is ample to keep 
the reader up-to-date as well as to supplement textbook 
information. 


Teachers bring assignments for report topics to the 
librarian so that she may make lists of sources available, 
She also adds suggestions for added reports on the given 
unit of study. Thus students need waste no time waiting 
for report references, 


The University of Idaho library is available, of course, 
-and students use it usually for something more technical 
than ordinarily needed for the high school library. The 
Carnegie library in Moscow is also open to students. 
Selections there are primarily current fiction and biogra- 
phy. These two libraries are, however, an advantage to 
our students, 


Our high school library does have a definite place in 
the life of our high school and because of its scope bears 
a real relationship to every department of the school. 


Maybelle Gehoke 
Liorarian 
Moscow High School 


Library Bindings 
"BOUND TO LAST® 
611 West Srd Ave. Spokane 4, Wash 


40 years of dependable service to schools 
and libraries of the Pacific Northwest, 


All work in accordance with A.L.A. specifications 


Prices and Information on Request 


| 
| | 


DIGEST OF THE LIBRARY DISTRICT ACT LMxARY DISTRICT BLL IS $. 6. iO, 124 


"The first duty of the stato in relation to libraries is to provide a sound legal 
foundation authorizing the esmblishmont and maintenance of public libreries." 
These words by Carleton B. Joeckel explain just what the Library District Act 
sets out to do. 


The library district will be dofined by each local community according to the 
location of highways, trading centers, and other fastors which affect the coming 
together and the working together of people. This flexible interpretation of 
the library district makes it possible to expand the district in proporvion 

to the willingness of communities to surrender local autonomy in the interests 
of greater economy and efficiency of service. 


The act has special strength in the powers given to the district library board 
to levy its own tax rate and to accumulate a fund over a period of years for 
major repairs and capital expenditures, encouraging adwance planning and elimin- 
ating financing charges. Bonding is not provided. The only basis of support 

is the tax levy with a two mill ceiling. 


The bill is so written that a library district may be assured of five years 
continuance before the question of dissolution can come up. 


School districts may make contract arrangements with library districts to supply 
curriculum needs. Contracts are also possible between public libreries and 
library districts, 


A governing body supporting a public library may not participate in the initial 
organization of a district. It may join later by majority vote of its tax~ 
payers. If the vote fail, it will be exempt from the library district tax. 


It is the purpose of this act to make more adequate provision for an informed 
electorate by integrating, extending, and adding to existing library services 
and resources in such manner that free local library service may be had both by 
children in their formetive years-and by adults for their continuing education. 


HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACT WORK? 


1. BY SERVING COOPERATIVELY. With the heavy burdens on the property tax, 
librery administrators must face the fact that it is a case not of "the 
survival of the fittest but of the libraries that will cooperate." — 


BY SERVING WITH educators, community, church, and club leaders, city 
goverrment, county government, and school government. 


BY SERVING PEOPLE - little children, peering into this magic world; boys 
and girls, with an-urge to activity and* exploration; youth, with its 
questions and its search for something to live ty and someone to live for; 
middle life with its compulsions to face its own limitations; old age with 
its loneliness, and its need for companionship and contemplation. My 
collengue, Mrs. Jeannette Pafford, Boise Circulation Librarian, sums it all 
up in this sentence; “Life comes to the library desk." 


| 
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Dear Editors: DISTRICT BILL IS S. 6, (v0. 124 
I had so hoped we could give the number of the bill, 
but it may not get introduced until next week so I got to- 
gether progress reports that I hope you will manage to get 
in because we NEED LETTERS f0 LEGISLATORS FROM THEIR FEOPLE 
to pass this measure. We haven't time to stand around in 
the State House very much, We cannot afford a lobbyist to 
do the job. WE NEED EVERYONE who reads the Idaho Librarian 
to do this job, The letters do not have to show literally 
skill. They just need one yualification - a sincere desire 
to see the measure make possible more and better libraries. 
The more personal they are the more they appeal to our 
legislators. We would like copies - they help us. 


With sincere sympathy to editors receiving late copy 
— bo oy thanks for burning the midnight oil in behalf of 
U ILL 


Mabel Baker, Chairman 
Legislative Committee 


CLEARWATER COUNTY GETS IN THE ACT 


This is a story of Ruth - no not the Moabitees, This 
is the story of Ruth Pearce of Clearwater County, who came 
to the Boise Elks Convalescent Home to recover from polio. 
When Ruth was well enough she stopped by the Boise Public 
Library to thank us for the books which Ruth Graham took 
the trouble to get from our library each week for the polio 
patients. Ruth Pearce came to the meeting of the Idaho 
State Library Association at the Hotel Owyhee that year, 

At the banquet, a legislator was the speaker, Senator Erwin 
Schwiebert of éanyon County, who gave suggestions on how 

to help legislators pass good bills. we had just lost a 
bill in the 1951 session and we wanted to know why, 


In the 1953 session we had better luck - the bill 
passed the senate unanimously, the house by a large margin, 
and Governor Jordan signed it and gave the State a really 
active Library Board. On the Senate Education Committee 
which recommended our bill was the Senator from Clearwater 
County, Mr. Leonard Cardiff. We are very sure Ruth had 
briefed him on that bill. After the session when we wrote 
thank you letters to the men who had helped us, we re- 
ceived a cordial reply from Senator Cardiff indicating 
that he would like to help us continue to work on the Idaho 
Library problem, 
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And then Dorothy's voice: "Our library board is very much 
interested. Our chairman, Mr. Pete Olsen, wants to being 
the matter before the Lion's Club. I'm coming over Monday 
to sive you a lift," 


What plans we laid that Monday in Boise and then again ten 
days later in Caldwell, more plans, with Olive Bess and 
Mr. Olsen in on them this time! 


eK K 


Governor Robert E. Smylie, alumnus of the College of Idaho, 
spoke at a convocation at the College of Idaho. In the 
long line of congratulators stood Olive Bess, College of 
Idaho Librarian, and this is what she said: "All the 

while you were speaking on the Golden Years of Idaho, I 
thought in terms of library service, and that rural library 
service was an essential part of the overall educational 
program," 


More letters from Dorothy Doane! Dean Miller of Caldwell 
says that the Lions Club will see that letters get written. 
Keep those Lions roaring, Dorothy! 


'TAIN'T SO YET, BUT YOU CAN MAKE IT SO$ 


The Eager Beavers of ILA 

All wrote letters night and day 

The legislators! hearts were stirred 

And they built a dam of the printed word. 
A high dam? Yes, and low dams too; 
And from them flowed books old, books new, 
Books for lassies, books for lads, 

And all because in '55 

Letters made libraries come alive! 


NEWS NOTE FROM TWIN FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Ralph Secord, sgovensee Twin Falls Public Library, person- 
r 


ally collected letters om people and sent copies to help 
us with our contacts at the capitol. 


FLASH FROM OROFINO 


Eunice Merrill and Ruth Pearce had telegrams sent from two 
organizations, 


For excerpts from letters that have come in see page 
of this issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN. 


During this last biennium there have been many letters 
from Ruth with frequent references to conferences whe and 
Bunice Merrill had had with Senator Cardiff. On December 13th, 
1954, from Clearwater County cane a letter from the Senator 
saying: "I am looking forward to working with you again on 
the matter of improved library service for Idaho,..Mrs. 

Pearce and Mrs. Merrill have done a wonderful lot of work 

here and I am determined that it will not be lost." 


The first week of the session Senator Cardiff came to 
see us and offered to ask Mr. alfred C..Cordon, Senate 
Attorney, to prepare the copies for us, Our good friend 
took the bill to the Senate Education Committee on which 
were five other members who worked with us in 1953, They 
realized the bill needed more revision, but they were not 
discouraged. They offered to revise it to make it more 
workable. At this writing the bill is still undergoing 
the study of eleven people armed with red pencils. When 
they pronounce it good, Senator Cardiff plans to take it 
over to the House Education Committee who will go over it 
again with plue pencils, By the time it is introduced, 
at least twenty-two legislators will really understand the 
y rr and once introduced, it should make Governor Smylie'ts 
desk, 


We are not worried about the Governor. For many years 
he was a member of the State Library Board and in his cam- 
paign speeches, he made it clear that he was for equalized 
and adequate library service for all Idaho people. 


Did I say - "It should make the Governor's desk"? But 
will it? The answer lies with you and with your friends. 
The men in the Legislature need LETTERS FROM HOME. Will 
you collect the letters from your friends, write one your- 
self, and make copies for us that we may make use of them 
in working with other legislators? SOS! HURRY! "The time 
has come" the walrus said, "To write of many things." 


THE TIME IS NOW! LIBRARY DISTRICT BILL IS S. B INO. 24 


Mabel Baker 
Boise Public Library 


ORCHIDS TO CALDWiLL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


Saturday morning, my day off, Telephone rings. On the wire 
the welcome voice of Dorothy Doane of Caldwell! I have been 
feeling iow this morning - that library bill is getting me 
down! No money to pay an attorney! No legal "know how" in 
our ranks! Just sheer determination to see a job done that 
needs doing! 
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AT THE CAPITOL 


Just behind that forbidding curtain, I stand talking with 
Senator Moss. I look up - there's Ruth McBirney with that 
"I've-come-to-see-them look." we decide it will be easier 
to go together. ‘Je advance to the desk of the Senator 
with whom Ruth has an appointment - Senator Patterson of 
Richfield. Senator Sims of Salmon is at his desk studying 
THE LIBRARY DISTRICT ENABLING ACT OF 1955. He has ideas 
for making it better. Ruth jots them down in her little 
black note-book,. Senator Thatcher of Sugar City comes 
over to join us. an hour later we walk down town for 
dinner at the Owyhee. Senator Middclemist of Boundary 
County comes in, We talk about Bonners Ferry where in 1953 
was planted the first seed which has now come forth as 

THE LIBRARY DISTRICT ENABLING ACT OF 1955. We go home to 
think about it all. what do we do next? Write to each 
man interviewed, taking up one point which came up in the 
conversation. and then here is where you come in, - LETTERS 
FROM THE HOME FRONT. We cannot do this job without them, 
LETTERS TO YOUR LiGISLATORS. LET TH & MEN aT THE CAPITOL 
KNOW YOU WANT LIBRARIES - GOOD LIBRARIES FOR EVERYONE ! 


A PAGE OF EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS TO LEGISLATORS 


"As I am living in the rural area among many, many others 
and receive no library service, I would like to ask your 
strong support of the Library District Enabling Act to be 
presented in the 1955 Legislature," 


Lucille Helsley, Route 2, Buhl. 


"I have served for several years on the Board of the Boise 
Public Library and as a consequence fully realize the enor- 
mous value to a community of adequate library service. Any 
assistance that you could give towards the enactment of 
such legislation would, I believe, be appreciated by the 
people of Idaho." 


Willis E. Sullivan, Boise 


"This is a sorely needed bit of legislation designed to 
permit the formation of library districts in order to ex- 
tend library services by means of levying a library tax 
outside of cities, if that were the will of the people con- 
cerned. In any case, it would permit libraries in need of 
funds and taxpayers in need of library service to get to- 
gether and make some satisfactory arrangement whereby all 
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would benefit. It calls for no appropriation - should be 
a popular measure. Book-conscious soul that you are, you 
will vote for it, won't you? We need to get out library 

system out of the horse and buggy days." 


John Lewis Rawlings, Caldwell. 


"Knowing your great enthusiasm for matters having to do 
with education in Idaho, I am taking the privilege of 
writing to you to express my feeling that you could do a 
great deal for this bill if you will give it your serious 
consideration. I know that you are terribly busy, but I 
hope that this bill is one which you have had or will have 
time to study." 


Martha Guenther, Pocatello. 


Note from us: These letters may give you some ideas 
for that letter you write to the legislators from your 
county. You do not have to understand the whole bill, 
Write out of your own need as Lucille Helsley did in the 


first excerpt quoted. 
LIBRARY DISTRICT BILL IS 


Mr. John Booth, Executive Secretary of I.E.A., sent 
out a letter to school administrators, state and district 
and local association leaders with the digest of the bill. 
From his letter we quote a paragraph of special interest 
to school librarians: 


"The measure will not conflict with, nor repeal, the present 
section (33-2602) under which some school districts have set 
up public libraries and levied a special tax therefor, It 
does provide for contracts between these school-community 
libraries, or between libraries regularly operated within 
the school districts or libraries operated by municipalities, 
"Some of you will, without doubt, be interested in this pro- 
posal and you are free to give it all the support you wish. 
It does not in any way conflict with the UEC legislative. 
agenda." 


Thank you, Mr. Booth! 


Also our warm thanks to Fran McConnell who did a lot to 
help as Legislative Chairman of the State PTA! Mrs. C.A. 
Bosquet, State PTA President, was present at the panel dis- 
cussion at Pocatello which developed our legislative program, 
She spoke to us at that time out of her keen awareness of 
the importance of the decisions that were being made, 


Thank you, Mrs. Bosquet ! 


— 


ALA NEWS 


President Eisenhower named Neil He McElroy, president of Proctor and 
Gamble Company, as chairman of the Committee for the White House Conference 
on Education, to be November 28 to Decembor 1. 1965. Gevernor 
has announced his intertiun of holding au Idsho State Conference on Ydveation . 
during the year, The steve conferersers on séucotion are to consider the 
pressing probiems in the fieid of edusaticu and repers these to the White 
House conference, i thorefors, srtant that the leck ef adequate 
library services de considered by educater: and citizens iatersested in 
education as they mest together in state ccntsennces, Librarione should 
make it a point to take an active part in state conferences on educations 


* * * 


The Library Services Bill is being re-introduced for the 84th Congress. 
The only chenge in the new bill is to extend the intended assistance to 
includes incorporated and unincorrcrated piaces with a population up to 
ten thousand, Copies of the new bill may be secured from senator Lister 
Hill, who will again be chief sponsor in the Senate. tails about the 
Library Services bill are available in earlier iesues of the Librarians 
the only change this year is the one indicated above, Any conbagu Liorariers. :. 
or trustees may have with Idahc representatives cv sonaters in Washington 
will certainly help the possibility of the passage of this very mouh needed 
bill. 


SEVEN FIRST GRADES IN ONE SCHOOL} 


Most every community is confronted 
with much the samo problem in “Better Bowd Books." 
supplying Easy bocks for the 
first three grades. A Western bindery for the 

western fieid with 2C years 

We have beaucoup of these as low of axperienced services. 
as 83¢ in PARAGON BINDINGS. 


Your satisfaction is assured, 


| and your patronage is 
te appreciated, 
DION 


> 15 S. E. Third Street 
AKA GQ! NI D Coliege Place, Washington 


VANDALIA MICHIGAN 


COLLEGE BINDER 
ry 


PaCIFIC NORTHWEST LIBRARY ASSOCI..TION 
IDAHO MEMBERS - PNLA COMMITTEES 1954-55 


ADULT EDUCATION 
Ava Barnes, Ln., Edna Gillespie L., Blackfoot, 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Deborah Davis, Ref, Ln., P. L., Boise, Idaho 


LEGISLaTION 
Mabel E,. Baker, Cat. Ln., P. L., Boise, Idaho 


LIAISON with Mountain Plains Library Association 
Marion Bingham, Ln., Boise P. L., Boise, Idaho 


LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT | 
Melville R. Spence, Gen, asst., Univ. of Idaho 
Moscow, Idaho 


LIBRaRY SUPPLIES aND EQUIPMENT 
Margaret Kelsch, Ln., Idaho Falls P. L., Idaho 
Falls, Idaho 


MEMBERSHIP 
Lucile Slater, Sec., Idaho Falls P. L., Idaho 
Falls, Idaho 


NOMINATING 
Lee F. Zimmerman, Ln., U. I. Le, Moscow, Idaho, 
Chairman 


PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 
Lucile H..Uhland, Member, P. L. Board, Box 1231, 
Pocatello, Idaho 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Edmond Gnoza, asst. Ln., Hd. Readers Services, 
U. Eke Le Moscow, Idaho 


PUBLICATIONS 
Reva Nearhood, Chief Ln., V. A. Hospital L., 
Boise, Idaho 


RESOLUTIONS 
S. Olive Bess, Ln., Strahorn Mem. L., Coll. of 
Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho 
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U od I NEWS 


It is a pleasure to record 
that members of the University 
library staff are serving on im 
portant professional libraxy com- 
mittees and boards. Charles 
Webbert, reference librarian, has 
been appointed as Idaho represen~ 
tative on the Executive Board of 
the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association, and Melville Spence, 
general librarian, on the library 
development committeo, Lee 
Zimmerman, University librarian 
has been named chairman of the 
association's nominating come 
mittee. Mr. Wetbert’. has been 
appointed also to membership on 
the authors committee of the 
Idaho State Association. Lee 
Zimmerman has been reappointed 
chairman and Melville Spence a 
member of the committee on the 
microfilming of Idaho newspapers. 


POCATELLO NEWS 


Mrs, Ruth Higgins, Pocatello 
public librarian, recently gave 
birth to her fourth chiid, This 
one, a boy, just beat the end of 
1954 by a few hours. This is one 
way to recruit future librarians 
for Idaho} 


BONNERS FERRY 


Mrs, Gladys Fluckett, Spokane 
librarian, recently made a very 
interesting talk on books to the 


Bonners Ferry Readers' Club, 
sponsors of the Bonners Ferry 
Library e 


ISC NEWS 


Idaho State College library is 
looking forward to a rather busy 
year, with Miss Alice McClain as 
president of the Faculty Women's 
Club beginning in September, with 
Miss Martha Guenther as president 
of ISLA beginning in May, and 
with Eli M, Oboler as president 
of the PNLA beginning in Septem= 
ber. There may be some time left 
to do library work} 


Mr, Oboler had an article, 
describing the moving job from 
the old ISC library to the new 
last April, printed in the Decem- 
ber 15, 1954 Library Journai. If 
anyone in the state is planning a 
move, he may have a reprint of 
this article by writing to the 
ISC librarys 


CORRECTION 


Mrs, Mildred P, McKay, presi- 
dent, National Association of 
State Librarians, hes informed 
the Librarien that the article, 
"The Role of the State Lubrary, 
published in the Ootober Librar- 
jan, was not written by her but 
was the result of a first draft 
written by Ralph Hudson of the 
Oklahoma State Library with re- 
vision by Mr. Hudson, Mrs. 
Zimmerman of the California State 
Library, Mr... Brigham of the 
Indiana State Library, and Miss 
Reynolds of the Washington State 
Library, The revision was based 
upon suggestions made by the mem~ 
bership of the association at its 
meeting in Minneapolise 
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BOISE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


During Book Week both depart- 
ments of the library bicssom out 
with an annual display ‘that may 
be described as a book fair. The 
new books received during the 
late summer and fall are dis- 
played in their bright jackets, 
Each display is set off with a 
colorful poster. 


Book Week begins with the an- 
nual open house from 7 to 10 on 
Monday evening. The entire staff 
is on hand to greet visitors. 
Anyone who wants to take a tour 
of the library behind the scenes 
may do so, accompanied by one of 
the staff who explains the var- 
ious functions of the library. 
The book displays remain all week 
and reserves are taken to be 
filled in turn after Book Week, 


This last November, 769 ree 
serves were taken during the week 
on adult books, Each boy or girl 
may put his name on one fiction 
and one non-fiction book in the 
Boys' and Girls' Department to 
reserve it for the week following 
Book Week, 


This year there was a special 
display of new business books 
with reprints of the bibliography 
"A % brary of Business," which 
app. .red in the January 23, 1954, 


issue of the Saturday Review, for 
distribution, A special display 


of Adult Books for Yowmg People 
was featured with a special read- 
ing list mimeographed for the 
teen age borrowers, A selected 
list of the new fall books was 
prepared for adult borrowers, In 
the Boys' and Girls' Department 
the theme for the displays was 
the Atomic Age. Books on science 
and religion and the lives of 
great leaders were featured, 

There was also a display of suge 
gested books for Christmas giving. 


A buying list for the guidance of 
parents was available entitled 
"Books to Grow Up With," a list 
of 200 books every child should 
have a chance to read and enjoye 


The staff agreed that 1954 had 
brought one of the most success= 
ful Book Weeks ever, 


RICKS COLLEGE 


4n extensive and elaborate 
book fair was one of the highe 
lights of the sixth and seventh 
district teachers' institute held 
at Idaho Falls last November, The 
library science class of Ricks 
Collegem wder the supervision of 
Theron Atkinson, college librar~ 
ian, received many favorable com=- 
ments on the educational values 
of the display which covered the 
entire wall gpace of the Idaho 
Falls High School library. 


The library science class had 
been divided into two sections, 
and each section was assigned a 
portion of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification. Each group was 
responsible for a display of 
books, pamphlets, magazines, and 
other materials from its assigned 
classification, The materials 
ranged from the pre-school to the 
adult level in each group, -end. 
expressed a theme which was 
brought out bv colorful and ar- 
tistic posters. 


Among the many distinctive oxze . 
hibits was the one in the reli- 
gious area which displayed Bibles 
of various versions used by dif- 
ferent religions. Also interest- 
ing was the section on reference 
material and general works which 
brought out the value of these 
materials in doing work for ree 
search papers. 


The following week the fair was 
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taken to Ricks College for dis- 
paly during Leadership ‘eck at 
the college, where it a-ain re-#} 
ceived many compliments. 


The classes which were ree 
sponsible for the exhibit were 
made up of many of the school 
librarians of the uppor Snake 
River Yelley and others who are 
interested in library work, 


BOIS!, PUSLIC LISRARY 


During the ronth of October, 
1954, the First Security Bank of 
Boise, in cooperation with the 
Boise dusiness and Professional 
women's Club, held a ‘amily Fine 
ance Yorum. There were outstand}= 
ing speakers in the specialized 
fields of Real istate, Invest~ 
ments, Life Insurance, and Per= 
sonal and ‘amily Finance. One 
mecting was held cach Thursday 
evening of the month, The library 
cooperated by copiling a list of 
the books available in these 
fields and by maintaining a dis- 
play of these books in the lie 
brary during the month, Reserves 
were taken and filled in turn 
after the last meeting, The 
mimeographed lists were taken to 
the forum meetings and distribu- 
ted to those attending along with 
the programs and other materials 
provided, They were also dis- 


tributed from the library. Re- 
sponse to this project is still 
notized as borrowers bring in the 
lists and request the books. We 
feel that this was a worthwhile 
community service. 


IDAHO FALLS 


A memorial to the late Marion 
C. Orr, called the “Marion C, Orr 
Fine Books Collection,” has been 
established by the Library Board, 
It consists of fine editions and 
rare books which have been ac@~ 
quired by the Library from time 
to time, fine books from her ow 
personal library which were do- 
nated by her sister Miss Elizabeth 
Orr, and also a number which were 
given to the Library by friends 
as memorials to Miss Orr, The 
Library. expects to expand the 
collection throughout the years, 


One of the most popular ‘te 
tractions in the Children's De-~ 
partment this year was the cele= 
bration December 11 of the bi-*r~ 


day of Glenn Balch, that pppue 


lar Idaho author of children's 
books about Idaho. A display of 
his books, extra book jackets 
furnished by the Thomas Yeo 
Crowell Company, a1] highlighted 
by a personal greeting from Mr. 
Balch himself, attracted atten- 
tion from young and old alike, 


libraries of all kinds, 


LIBRARY GROWTH 


It is interesting to record that the American Library 
Directory, 1954 edition, provides some informative data, A 
otal of 16,963 libraries is given, There are 1574 college 

and wmiversity libraries, 546 jmior college iibraries, 1923 
special libraries, 293 law libvaries (plus 170 in colleges 

or government libraries), 6925 public libraries, 309 govern= 

ment libraries, 65] armed forces libraries, and 13505 Canadian 


=. 


Another Interesting News Note 


Emmett High School students are enjoying complete 
library facilities in the new building in which they began 
school this year. The modern lighting, new non-glare 
tables, additional material, and the students' ability to 
browse, read, and choose their own books make a visit to 
the library worthwhile and enjoyable. Particularly are 
these advantages welcomed after the crowded, inadequate 
quarters of the old building, 


For the first time credit is being offered to the 
twenty-one student librarians who assist during the six 
periods of the day and before school, and who are learning 
library procedure, 


Emmett High School students are proud and appreciative 
of their new building and especially of their new library. 


Charlotte A. Swatman 
Librarian, Emmett High School 


SENATOR HILL INTRODUCED RURAL LIBRARY BILL 


"I believe the time has come for us to fill one other im- 
portant gap in our educational process. No one can hope 

to understand the complexities of the modern world, of 
modern government, or of modern life without free and ready 
access to books, periodicals, and other sources of infor- 
mation, I intend to reintroduce my bill to promote the 
extension and imorovement of public library services 
particularly in rural areas, and I am confident that it 
will be well received by the 84th Congress," 


Senator Lister Hill, 
Chairman of the Senate 
Labor and Public Welfare 
Committee. 


A little Library two by four 
Hung its shingle on its door 
And in a little cross-roads town 
Sat itself yuite smugly down, 


‘Along came a man with a big request 

The “Little Library looked distressed, 

'Cause there wasn't enough in its purse inside 
For Reference Books or a Reader's Guide, 


The Little Library thought and thought 
How on earth could these books be bought? 
And then the thought came clear as glass 
The Library District Bill must pass, 


"I'll write the men who make the laws LIBRARY DISTRICT BILL IS S.B, NO. 124 
And ask them to work for this worthy oause } 
And then some day when the book trucks call, 


Itil be able to answer the needs of all," 


Just a‘ little doggerel that came to me the night 

of November 16 1954, as I was trying to think how to tell 
the librarian in the small community how the "Library 3 
District Enabling Act of 1955" can give her library full. 
access‘to all of the books in the district book pool -° 

. accent, not on ownership of everything by each library, 
but on the accessibility of all books and the constant 
flow of a fresh collection to every local outlet, 


‘Mabel E. Baker 


Caxton Books for Idaho Libraries 


First consideration might well be given to Caxton books by those making additions to 
Idaho Public and School Libraries because: 


1. Titles are carefully selected for publication with first emphasis upon absolute authenticity. 
Many aus a7 carefully checked by the leading authorities in the field:covered. They 
are well edited. : 


2. Most Caxton books are made in small printings and many hand processes are still em- 
ployed. Commercial considerations do not weigh heavily with us in designing and pro- 
ducing books. Good books are, we feel, the crowning achievement of our twentieth- 
century civilization and should be beautifully and substantially made. The book re- 
viewers and critics of this and other English-speaking countries seem to think that Caxton 
books are among the finest trade editions being produced in the English-speaking world 
today. Boys and girls in the elementary grades as well as high school students like them. 
They are different. 


3. We are greatly interested in authentic Americana, unique juveniles, and in the work 
of our Western writers. As a result our titles have a unique regional setting and ap- 
peal. Many of our books deal with the rich and varied experiences of the early pioneers, 
whose true adventures in exploring and settling the great West are indeed stranger 
and more thrilling than fiction. Others deal with other sections of the United States 
and a few with foreign countries, because we are interested in writers no matter where 
located who have done what we regard as outstanding literary work but who have not 
succeeded in securing publishing offers from the great commercial publishing houses. 


4. Caxton books have stood the test of time and carry with them a long list of recom- 
mendations and adoptions by Reading Circle boards in almost every state of the 
Union which has a State Reading Circle, of State Boards of Edugation and State Li- 
brary Commissions, and Metropolitan School Districts from coast to coast. Many of 
them have been listed by the American Library Association and carry recommenda- 
tions from book clubs. 


5. The liberal discounts we give to schools and libraries make net costs on our handmade and 
really beautiful books very reasonable. Use the coupon below for requesting catalogs 
and publicity material. 


Taino 


(Date) 
Send the following: 
oO Catalog Libertarian Books 
(Trade List) Catalog 
0 Spring Catalog O Art Books Folder 
O Fall Catalog ' 0 Calif. Books Catalog 
0 Alaskan Books Cire. ; O Dance Book Folder 


Juvenile Catalog 
Send 3x65 cards describing individually all new books. 
0 (Please add my name to your list to receive future catalogs) 


(Name) (Street and Number) 


(City and State) 


79479—320-12~87 


